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ABSTRACT
, In 1975, the, Center .for the Study of Community,

COliegeS 'conducted a national- survey of humanities faculty in
two- year c011egeS. This paper summarizes the Characteristics of, 90
music instructors included in the totalSample of 1,493 and
part-time Iaculty. Findings of the 'survey'ing2tde: (1) 19% Of the
music instructors had been students in community/junior colleges .

compared to 25% of the. total sample; AZ 81% were males while 93% .

reported themselVes to be white/Caucasian; (3) 97% held their highest
degree in music;.., (4) more music instructors reported previous
eipeiliegOe as a teacher or administrator at the secondary level than
'did any other groin and fewer reported teaching experience eat a
fouryear. C011ege or university; '(5) one-fourth claimed to be
department /division chairpersons at the time of the survey; (6)'
held their- poSiiions full7time; (7) music instructors claimed to 'read
profeSsiiil journals:_in their discipline and professional. education' .

journal re. 'than ,most other groups, however .94%' claimed to 'read no .
journals on magazines, of 'general interest; (8)' music instrUctiors .

alit les that student's. : -
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InIspring-1975, the Center for the Study of Community Colleges
surveyed 1493 people teaching the humanities in 156.two7year'colleges

.throughouttbe country -- careful ly SeT?cted.in terms of controli
emphasis, locale, sizes and age -; Sponsored by. the National Edowment
for the'Humanitiet, the project. revealed data on attitudes towards
tudents and the humanities, group affipation,-satisfaction, prefer-
e Ce for further preparation; and demographic cbaracteristics.In.
this paper. music instructors in dur saMpleerOcomparedwiththe
total group of faculty, in art, anthropolOgY, foreign language, history, --7

. <liberal- arts/drama, literature,'mu§ic, Ohilgsaphy-3-political science, 7 _

religious, studies, and shcialscience. , -' - ,/-`:-----

,
'4, .

Next
.

to literature and English, more is written about music in ..

two-year colleges than-any other _discipline. At the'same time, music ,

represents but a small segmentoftpeople teachingthe humanities at
, .

the coMmunity7junior-ca liege our own sample-0.1493 subjects-,

.drawn from 156,colleges,'90 or, 6%11. are" music instructors. -Overlap '

pertains, .however.: A music instructorlfafteach music history as
well a§.music.instrumeniation or music. appreciation, and by the same

token,.6,/historian 'Ay tach'ausic appreciation. But what aboUt this

"ksmail Portidn,of our imilianities samPle? How4o they-Wk-in,comparison,
with-the totalfgroup? What similaritfes per:tain between them and other \-

,
\

,.!
disciplina groups?: , -

..-..' -
..

.: .

1 -, Of this popu1 aion;-19%-(25% total) had themselves been students

,"-.
- ----,,lin town-city/junior colleges..-Almost-all\(97%) held their highest

, -,,:- degree in imsic while 31i 6410a:single or joint degree .in education. , -
.

: and 71- claimed. history: This group represents the thfrd: highest male .

1

population, next.to law/government and philosophy-81% (67% total).
'They .cluster most in age groups of 31-3'6 and 46 -50, followed.by '36-#.,.

i . .. ! 1 . ....410 years..., Like'all other,group§', their ethhic,background is over-
...

- ,
whelmingly white /Caucas"i.an (93%; 91% wal).., .The number.of books in

,..,, ,

... '.., . ',' ,theno4s,im which they, were rai4ed closely parallels,t6e.total groUpT-
. : '': over 2e,.36%-music"_and 38%-tota; 26-1p, 23%.music,'26% total; 101-

..-200,-19% music and
,

pitotal; and.11=25; 16% music:and 1pktotal.
,2 .. , , ' I ' ., '

. , I% .' k :.k :
. I) . Experience 44? .

w
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,. . . , .

.
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,Of all the disciplines represented in Ourtupanittes popuila-
tion,°music stands out A§ havIng. 'fewer instructors Igho-, responded "none,"

.

tAll figures are +ouiided, o
.

s.
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when askedasked how many years they had'spent as instructors,or admins-
trators in'secondary schools. Whereas 41% of the total sampled an

swered l'aone," 2.1% of the music peoole,so responded. More instruc-
tort in this discipline worked at this level 1pf education 3-4 years,

5=10 years,.and 11-20 years. But conversely, more music people (58
than the total (55%), indicated no years.working experience at a_fd
year college or university beyond the level pf eaching/research
assistant. Jn:this respect, they ate exceeded only by instructor
in foreign ,language and law government. Typically, musicpdople also
spent fewer years in any ear college than the total papule Ion.

;

As for sPecialr response ilities-Withiethe_two-year co ege, .

except for instructors in religious stydies and%social sCiep -s, more
music instructors had acted as department or division chafrp rsons,
West-mut-1C inst uctors clajmed-no.responsibilitiesas direc ors of
specia ams (83%.Musid, 89% total or as college admi istratOs

Whenit'comet'to..the'years they had worked in th r. current

institutions, most'ofOur music instructors claimed g-1 Years, then

34, 1-2, 11-20-, and over,20 yeark.

Chairpersons
,

Nearly-one-fourth of the music instructors our sample clgimed

tosbe currently acting as chairpersons of their d artments oP diyisions,

AS Compared with 15% of the:total population. Of these, 27% said they
had employecipeople;holding the doctorate (48% tv taQ, 100% (87% total)

;:reported-no pressure from adMinistrators to hir or not hire, and 55%

,(61% Total )..said they.planned to hire doctorat holders. Yet, 9% of the

music people and t of the total sample indic -ted they.would'hire the

besrper ,egardless of degrees held, wh41 7% of the music people

and 16%-o tal sample believediloctora holders were more ,

capable/knOwledgeable. When it comes to act al experience with doctor-

-ate-degree holders, 14% of the i ic'people (24% total) volunteered
that they were fine /excellent / d teacher , whereas 22% of both. groups

'felt that their performanc- .s the same a other teachert not holding

, the doctorate.
.

/

Hours, FLAktime/Part-Time- -

i-evious research has'sugges ed that music instructors tend to

spend pore time in instruction tha people affiliated withiother

. ditciplinary groups. Our own ilata bear this out in'that while fever
music than total instfOctors'spend fifteen hours or less in classroom
teaching; considerably more desig a 16-18 hours (21% music, 13% total)

and more than 18 hours (26% mbsi % total).
.4
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Thus, it is not surpriting that next to liberal arts/drama (82
and literature instryctors (88%)-, more music insftctors (80%) are n-
$jdered ter be full - time, faculty than any other disciPlines,',This,com-

pares with 76% of the total sample claiming full -time stabs.
'

r
l

Reference Groups . ', 1

a 't.. ".... 2 .

.,
. . ..

43'

When it Comesto various groups who are assessed i n terms of
'.their usefulness as'sourcet of advice on teaching, music instructors

.
look'muchlite the preponderant number 15f.people in our sample. Like

...
the total. grbup, they rank.as quite useful (in ordertof preference)

Ab tolleagues-,,,students,department chairpersons, and Professional journals.

:
- They see as ttWfor!fifth,plite University professors, (fifth for the

total) and programs of professional organizations (sixth far the total).
'MO school' teachers are next to-last for both the =sic and:total Pop-

.' ulattons, and adMinistratbrkare rated last by both groups.'

O

Professional'Jo.urnals

In ,one sense,:joOp 4rials ght alsb,:be-seen as reference groups.
For example:if one is'greatly dependent on theProfesSlonal journals
in his/her..discipline_s sources of infomation;°this then-strengthens
the disciplinary.grodp as a reference source.- Along fhisvein; f&wer
music instructors than instructOrs.in most other fields (exceptions are
'art, anthropology, -and history) claim to subscribe to and/onread no
journals within their specific 'djScipline:. Slightly more (18%) than

' the total (16%) indicate threesuCh journals, four (14% mustc;,9% total
and five (6% music, 5% total).

Music people also claim to read professional education journals
more than most disciplines, with only history (56%) and literature
(58%) instructors responding "none" to -the .,question regarding these'
journals. Sixty-one percent of the music instructors and 64% of 'tile
total group to reply. Conversely, more .music people (94%)- th any
other discipline say they 'subscribe to and/or read no journal
magaicnes of general interest (78% total)

Professional DeVelopment

' More people teaching music (76%) than'any other grouR. (68%
total) report they are not working. on.any degree. At the same time,
with the exception of liberal arts/drama (91%); more people inthis
disciplinary group" (90 %) than any other (total 86%) say they would
like to take steps toward professional development in the next five
Years. Choices included in these steps are enrolling in courses in
a university (37% music, 32% total), and attaining a Ph.D. or Ed.D.,
(29% music, 34%total), and to a considerably lesser respect, obtaining
-a master's degree (11% music, 8% total):

4
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When qUeried regarding their intended activities d ring a free
summer, mdsic;people 411 below most others in replying wit

(38% music, 53%\tot1 More point'to a combination of meeting classes,

doing researchr,ind .participating in workshops '(4n music, 42%'total)

and nearly as matt cite a combination of taking "classes, studying, and

r'eading437% music, 33% total). Opting for i'ecreation/rest'are 22% of

t u*\people:and 17% of the total , while 27% of the music instructors
(8%. toter) indiCate creating/performing/paintingthe largest such, group
except for art (43%),

Were they to begin'their preparation all over again .before
teaching, 31% of the music people (33%total) would do the.iameichange

nothing; 14% (12% total) would study humanities; and 13% (9% total)
would do more student teaching: '

Five Years Hence

Regarding the type of position they might consider five years
hence..-and the degree of attractiveness held by these,positions--music
people follow the total group in terms'of rariktplzIhe first four

'alternatives as "very attractive." In order of preferinete,'-t.hey indi-

cate a faculty position in a four -year college or university, doing -

what, they are currently dging, a.scilOol outside the United States, and
a,faculty position,at another community or junior college: Fifth nor
the music people(sixth, total) is a non - teaching /non academic position,
sixth (fifth, total) is an administrative position in a community or°-
junior college, seventh (eighth, total).is "have no idea," and tied for

eighth are a position insa professidral association (seventh, total) add

any position but one at their current college (ninth, total).

Affiliati

--Act vities in, professio a7 associations present one way of

looking at he degree of affiliation of people and grodps. rt his

sense, next to histeley instructors, people who -teach music apprCi-

ation/history tend to be the most affiliated. Only ilO:of the music

people (23% total) note they belong to no professional organizdtion._

One such organization is:cited.by 30% (27% total); tko420_Kmusic,_

24% total); three (18% music, 16% total); four (9% music tal),

and fiye (7% music, 2% totdl)..'

. it
Attending one or more reCOnalAnatlonal meetings in the, past

thhe years were 29% of the music instructors (24% total) while two
meetings were indicated by )2% of both responding groups. Few papers

werd -presented by any. group - -91% of the people teaching music and 90%

of the total group respond in the negative to having presented a paper,
while but 9% (8% total) pointed to one.

Fl
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A'different type of affiliation measure is indicated by the group
cohesion variable-that we haveLdgyeloped. Together with the total group,
music people rank their friends first As the group with which-they are
most affiliated. Second for the music people,(thirdtot1.1) are other'
instructors-in their field; third (se and total) is-Amilp,- fourth, fifth,

"and sixth for both groups are ,m6St in Iructorsat their school;tacher
organizations, and their students.

Students

. .
. ,

One way in Which music instructors, differ most from their colleagues,
.

.in other disciplines is in terms of the qualities they "feel students should
gain from a. two -year colegeedutation. This difference is seen not only
when music people are compared...with most of the sample, as reflected in
the total population,,but also, with each of the individual disciplines and
the total non-humanities population of 505 instructors." iSee,Chart, page6).

% . Although they differ regarding qualities gained from thejwci-year
.. i°liege experience, music instructor's are fairly similar to other humanities

instructors in terms of the numbtr of courses they feel ihould'be required'
. Or students in two-year occupational 'programs. Like,the total population,

- they first ch6ose six or more courses. Next for the.music people is the , ,

selection of twocourses (fourth fdi''. the total); third is four (second fOr ,

total); fourth, three" (third for total) . --Tied- for fifth ranking are one
i . (sixth, for total) and'five (fifth for total), and last for both themusic ..

, and total sample is none. , , ,

. 0 .
-. ..,

Dflihe non-course related offer ngs,'70% of the mUsic instruttors '

and 55% of the total hank concerts and recitals as too few;.64% music and
69% total see colloqbiuMsSnd seminars as too few; 53% music.and 5% total

'rank lectures'as too few and 51% of the.mustc people and157% of the total
see exhibits as too few.' Less than half of the instructors (33% of the
music and 42% fr?tail) see films offerings as too few.

I ..: Sr.c.

-Experiences and Curriculum. -
,,b ,

. .
. .

l',1usicipeOple are somewhat similar to other htimanities instructors .

in the Ways they experience the-humanities other than.thl;pugh their ...

tea-Ching. Visiting art museums/'attending shows/exhibits/conterts/ ,

theatre /films is indicated by 66% of the music and 59% of.the total;
reading, 41% music and 50% total; participating in theatre gnoups, 24% .2

i music and 16% total; everyday experiences, 13% music and 16%total;
attending classes/lectures/seminars, 12% 'music and 19% tOtal;:nd
'listening to records/TV/radio, 11% music and 21% total.- The .disparity
in the latter experience is interesting.

As for changes that had taken place in humanities instruttion at
their colleges in the past sever years, 31% of the music Instructors

r
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and 29% of the total group cited the addition/improvement of huinanities
.cour,Fes, with an assortment of other changes being selected anywhere

'. from.2%-to 6%. of the times., Little or ho changes were noted by 18tof
he.-muSic people and 11% of the total Sample. But when itpmes to
Ganges "they would like to see effected, more alternatives are suggested.
he addition/improVem4t'of courses is noted by 24% of. the music people

and 30t of the total ,grOup; more extra curricular courses by 13% music-
and, 11.1% total sample; improvement in teaching techniques by- 1 1 music and
''5P tota.1 , and improved facilities /materials by 10% music and 7% total.

The Colleges

Music peollPe,are predominantely in public colleges (91%), that are
comprehensive (94%); -And single campus institutions (79%). Colleges
built between T960-1969 account for 49% of these people while 47% are
those built in"1-959 and earlier. Twenty-two percent are in institutions
with student enrollments of 5000 - 7499;'17% in colleges 15,000 and larger;
and 11% in colleges with 1000-1499 students. Thus, there is, no decided
trend to either large ol.....sma1)1 institutions.

1#SUm,,
s

, - ,. N.

*Music people stand out as different from the total population in
several instances. They.are predominantely male, chiefly fall in the _

31-35 and 46-50 age, group, andliad for the most time spent some year,s
as instructors or administrators in secondary schools prior to their.
two-year college experiences. Many had.been_department or division .
chairpersons , ohe-fourth claiming 'such responsibilities atthe time.
they completed the Faculty, Survey, and they are 'extremely, well Tepre-

". senteld in full -time instructor status. A variety, of other responses
al so .set therri apart as quite different from the.najority of humanities.
instruCto-rs i n our sample: .. -

IN
=

.Florence B. Bravti.
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